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INTRODUCTION 
The classical example of protection has long 
been the shepherd caring faithfully for his 
sheep. Sir George Adam Smith, while 
traveling in Palestine, penned these words: 
"On some high moor, across which at night 
the hyenas howl, when you meet him, 
sleepless, farsighted, weather-beaten, leaning 
on his staff, and looking out over his scattered 
sheep, every one of them on his heart, you 
understand why the Shepherd of Judea sprang 
to the front in his people's history; why they 
gave his name to their king and made him the 
symbol of providence, why Christ took him 
as the type of self-sacrifice."1 

Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd." (John 
10:11) A shepherd in ancient times, out in the 
countryside at night, would actually become a 
door by laying his body in front of the small 
opening of the entrance to the fold. With the 
shepherd as this door, the sheep were secure 
and could rest. Through a relationship with 
Jesus Christ, we can enter into the same kind 
of rest from all our fears. 

If you fear the future, you do not understand 
the love of the shepherd. Death is possibly the 
most terrorizing of all fears to people. And 
yet, the sting of death has been removed, 
"Since then the children share in flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of 
the same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and might deliver those who 
through fear of death were subject to slavery 
all their lives." (Hebrews 2:14-15) This 
freedom from fear, even the fear of death, is 
the joy of "abundant life.” 

The Good Shepherd has called His sheep out 
of the old fold of Judaism and gentile 
paganism. He has prepared another fold in the 
pasture and has become the door. When we 
enter His pasture of joy there need not be any 
fear. This is why Jesus said, “I am the door; if 
anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal, and kill and destroy; 
I came that they might have life, and might 
have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep." (John 10:9-11) 

Are sheep really secure with the shepherd? 
The phrase "to go in and out and find 
pasture," was a common Hebrew idiom for 
security. However, some would have us 
believe that the sheep may indeed become 
lost. This brings up the question, has God 
provided salvation or has God provided a 
chance for salvation? 

There are seven reasons why we will never be 
abandoned by the Good Shepherd, as found in 
the Word of God. 

THE PURPOSE OF GOD THE FATHER 
"And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His son, that He might be the first-
born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom 
He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also 
glorified." (Romans 8:28-30) 



Carefully examine these verses. Not all things 
are good in life. God takes the bad and works 
it for our good according to His purpose. 
Therefore, is this promise valid if, by some 
circumstance, we could cause the loss of our 
salvation? Would that be working all things 
together for good and be according to His 
purpose? 

What is His purpose? Paul tells us in Romans 
8:29 that His purpose is that He might 
conform us to the image of His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the reason we are referred to as 
"fellow-heirs with Christ" (Romans 8: 17) 

Let us go a step further. "Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us 
in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved." (Ephesians 1 :3-6) And further, 
"For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 
1:6) In other words, He chose you long before 
you were born. He predestined you to be His 
child and once He starts on you He is not 
going to let up. He has too much invested in 
you! 

"See how great a love the Father has 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
children of God; and such we are. For this 
reason the world does not know us, because it 
did not know Him. Beloved, now we are 
children of God, and it has not appeared as 
yet what we shall be. We know that, when He 
appears, we shall be like Him, because we 
shall see Him just as He is." (I John 3:1-2) 

The purpose of God the Father, then, is to 
conform us to the image of His Son and work 
all things together for good to prepare us for 
that eternal fellowship as fellow-heirs with 
Jesus Christ. No created being can destroy 
that purpose of God. (See Romans 8:38-39.) 

THE PROMISE OF GOD THE FATHER 
The familiar verse of John 3: 16 tells of the 
promise of God. "For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.” 

Christ said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
hears My word, and believes Him who sent 
Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into 
life.” (John 5:24) The tense of this verb 
speaks of something which has happened in 
the past and continues happening right now. 
We have passed into life and will continue in 
that life. 

Men make promises and try to fulfill them. 
God does not have to try! Paul tells us in the 
Book of Romans that God's promise to the 
nation of Israel, even though they rejected 
their Messiah, was irrevocable. "From the 
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for 
your sake, but from the standpoint of God's 
choice they are beloved for the sake of the 
fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable (italics mine)."(Romans 
11:28-29) This is the nature of a God-given 
gift. 

Look at this gift. "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, that no one should 
boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9) I am able to give 
back a gift of this world but God's gifts are 
permanent. Your salvation is by grace and that 
gift is irrevocable. 



THE POWER OF GOD THE FATHER 
"What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how will He not also with Him 
freely give us all things? Who will bring a 
charge against God's elect? God is the one 
who justifies; who is the one who condemns? 
Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who also intercedes for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just 
as it is written, ‘For Thy sake we are being 
put to death all day long; we were considered 
as sheep to be slaughtered.' But in all these 
things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other created things, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans8:31-39) It 
appears that Paul has covered just about 
everything. 

The Apostle Peter writes, "Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 
and undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, who are protected 
by the power of God (italics mine) through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time." (I Peter 1 :3-5) 

Peter says the power of God has secured you 
both here and in heaven. This security is as 
with the sheep in the fold who may go in and 
out." ... and they shall never perish; and no 
one shall snatch them out of My hand. My 

Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out 
of the Father's hand." (John 10:28-29) This 
states that the Shepherd shall not lose one. Do 
you notice something here? You are not the 
issue, neither is what you do or don't do nor 
what you say or don’t say. You are a private 
gift from the Father to the Son. From the 
Greek word for power we get our word 
"dynamite." In other words, no one has 
enough dynamite to blow you from the fold, 
not even you yourself. 

THE PERSON OF GOD THE SON 
What about the sheep who willfully jump 
over the fence of the fold? In other words, can 
anyone destroy the purpose, the promise and 
the power of God? Think about how you 
answer that question. The answer is obviously 
"no."  

One might ask, "What if I do something 
terrible?" We find when things are going well 
and we are busy doing our “good works," we 
don't worry much about our loss of salvation. 
However, doubt permeates our mind when 
things get tough or we "blow it” and fall short 
of our calling. Then we need to know the 
Shepherd is coming after us, not to kick us 
out of the fold but to bring us back into that 
pasture. 

What happens when you sin? "My little 
children, I am writing these things to you that 
you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ...."(I John 2:1) "Hence, also, He is 
able to save forever those who draw near to 
God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them." (Hebrews 7:25) 

What did Christ accomplish on the Cross? 
Are we saved by works? Is it not by grace 
that we are saved? We had nothing to do with 



it then; why think we have something to do 
with retaining it now? 

THE PROMISE OF GOD THE SON 
"For I have come down from heaven, not to 
do My own will, but the will of Him who sent 
Me. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, 
that of all that He has given Me I lose 
nothing, but raise it up on the last day." (John 
6:38-39) Also, consider what Jesus says later: 
" ... and I give eternal life to them, and they 
shall never perish; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand." (John 
10:28) , 

Now what is Jesus saying here? How many 
does He intend to lose of those who have 
come to Him in faith? There is no way to 
make "nothing" mean anything other than 
nothing. He will not lose one! Notice this 
promise of Jesus is tied to "the will of Him 
who sent Me." The double security of this 
promise is that it is given by the Son and it is 
to fulfill the will of the Father. This is why He 
would say, "I give eternal life to them, and 
they shall never perish. " (italics mine) 

THE PRAYER OF GOD THE SON 
The night before our Lord was crucified He 
was with His disciples in the upper room. 
Knowing of His coming arrest and 
crucifixion, He prays to the Father; "And I am 
no more in the world; and yet they themselves 
are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy 
Father, keep them in Thy name, the name 
which Thou hast given Me, that they may be 
one, even as We are. While I was with them, I 
was keeping them in Thy name which thou 
hast given Me: and I guarded them, and not 
one of them perished but the son of perdition, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled." (John 
17: 11-12) 

Christ in His prayer for us is stating that He 
protected and guarded His own while here. 

Now He is asking the Father to take over that 
responsibility. We know this prayer was not 
just for the Apostles when we read, "I do not 
ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also 
who believe in Me through their word." (John 
17:20) Not one of those disciples was lost 
except for Judas, who was never a believer in 
the first place. Jesus prayed for us and the 
Father answers the prayers of His Son. 

THE POWER OF GOD THE SPIRIT 
"In Him, you also, after listening to the 
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation 
- having also believed, you were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a 
view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession, to the praise of His 
glory." (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

Actually, it is very simple. We heard the 
message of truth and believed. At that time, 
we were sealed in Him with the pledge of the 
Holy Spirit. The word "pledge" speaks of a 
permanent commitment. What assurance do 
we have that the Holy Spirit will indeed raise 
us up on that last day? "And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed 
for the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30) 
The pledge of the power of the Holy Spirit 
secures our salvation until that day our Lord 
returns. 

As Dr. H. A. Ironside once observed that God 
caused Noah to build the ark, He did not 
instruct Noah to drive a peg into the side of 
the ark, hold on and, if he held out to the end, 
he would be saved. Rather, God provided a 
door and commanded Noah to enter the door 
and God Himself secured those who took 
refuge in the ark.2 

A woman was dying and was terrified. She 
knew the Lord but still feared she would be 



lost. Her pastor shared the parable of Luke 
15:4-7 concerning the shepherd and the one 
lost sheep. He asked her, "Which sheep did 
the shepherd go after?" Her response was, 
"Well, the lost one." "How long did he seek 
it?" the pastor challenged her. She answered, 
"Until he found it?" He then said, "Did the 
shepherd carry the sheep part way home, then 
put it down to find the rest of the way by 
itself?" The light of dawn spread over her 
face. "I see it now. Christ has me on His 
shoulders and will carry me all the way 
home." 

Perhaps the issue is not eternal security but 
rather, have I truly committed my life to the 
care of the Good Shepherd? Do I know Jesus 
Christ as my personal savior? Have I accepted 
His atoning work on the Cross for my sins? 

"Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 
this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you-unless indeed you fail the test?" (II 
Corinthians 13:5) 

The doctrine of eternal security can damn a 
person if he uses it as an excuse for never 
coming to true repentance of sin. You must 
understand what our Lord is saying. "Not 
everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does 
the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many 
will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles? 'And then I will 
declare to them, I never knew you; Depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.' 
" (Matthew 7:21-23) 

On the other hand, the doctrine of eternal 
security can protect us from staying milkfed 
and immature through worry and concern 
about our salvation status. Knowing we are 

secure in Him, we can move on to our God 
given roles of servanthood, being 
ambassadors for Christ, growing up into Him 
and becoming perfected in what He created us 
to be (Hebrews 12: I; Philippians 1:6, 
3:12-14; Ephesians 4:15; II Peter 1:1-11). 

THE "WHAT ABOUT?" QUESTIONS 
God is true and His revelation is true. His 
truth is consistent with itself and the Bible is 
not contradictory. When the Word of God 
speaks on a particular issue, that truth is the 
same throughout the Scriptures. Yet, we come 
with our "what about?” questions. If it is true 
we cannot lose our salvation, what about 
those Bible passages that imply we can? 

In understanding the Word of God, we must 
first remember that God does not speak in 
implications but speaks clearly. When we 
come to a confusing statement which appears 
to be inconsistent with the rest of Scripture, 
we need to ask our “what about?" questions. 

Here are the most common "what about?" 
questions which deal with eternal security. 

WHAT ABOUT JOHN 15? 
Our Lord shares this discourse with His men 
the night before He is crucified. "If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a 
branch, and dries up; and they gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned." (John 15:6) It seems to be saying, if 
we do not abide in Him we will be cast away 
as a branch and burned. Does this mean a 
Christian can lose his salvation by not abiding 
in Christ? 

We need to first understand that abiding in 
Christ is one of the major "birthmarks" of a 
true Christian. There are “cultural Christians." 
These consider themselves believers, because 
they live in a Christian culture. They say, "I 
believe in God, live in a Christian nation, go 



to church and do more good than bad, 
therefore, I am a Christian." 

Nicodemus was a man in this situation. 
Nicodemus believed in God, was very 
righteous and lived in Israel, a religious 
nation. He attended the temple on the Sabbath 
and was a Bible Teacher. As a leader of the 
Jews, Nicodemus did more good than bad. 
However, Jesus said to this Jewish leader, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." (John 3:3) Being "good" is not good 
enough. You must be born again! 
How does a Christian know he is truly a 
Christian? "I am the true vine, and My Father 
is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that 
does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every 
branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it 
may bear more fruit." (John 15: 1,2) The 
word airo, translated here as "takes away," 
can mean to lift up. The bottom branches of a 
grapevine are nonproductive for lack of 
sunlight. The vinedresser lifts and ties these 
branches up to receive the sun and produce 
fruit. Thus this verse may not be speaking of 
branches taken away at all. However, this 
word can also mean "to take away." If this is 
the case, the barren branches, with no hope of 
producing fruit, are removed, "Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; 
and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes 
it, that it may bear more fruit. You are already 
clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless 
you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, 
he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you 
can do nothing." (John 15:2-5) Who abides in 
Christ? The Apostle John later writes, “And 
by this we know that we have come to know 
Him, if we keep His commandments. The one 
who says, 'I have come to know Him,’ and 

does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him;" (I John 2:3-4) 
John later adds, "And the one who keeps His 
commandments abides in Him, and He in 
him. And we know by this that He abides in 
us, by the Spirit which He has given us.” (I 
John 3:24) Every born again Christian does 
abide. Every born again Christian does bear 
fruit. It may be shriveled up grapes but 
something will be produced! 

If you do not abide in Christ, you do not have 
the birthmark and do not keep the 
commandments of Christ. “They went out 
from us, but they were really not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; (italics mine) but they went 
out, in order that it might be shown that they 
all are not of us.'' (I John 2: 19) Those not "of 
us" do not abide in Christ nor keep His 
commandments. These are the branches He 
takes away. 
  
Do Christians backslide? You bet your wool 
we do! Luke 15:4-6 reminds us that the Good 
Shepherd searches for the wandering sheep. If 
a person never returns to the fold of faith, the 
Shepherd did not go after him as he was not 
one of His own. After reading the parable in 
Luke 15, can anyone honestly believe the 
shepherd will never find His lost sheep nor 
bring it back? That would not be in keeping 
with the character of the Gooµ Shepherd. 

WHAT ABOUT HEBREWS 6? 
"For in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and have been made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit; and have tasted the good word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, and then 
have fallen away, it is impossible to renew 
them again to repentance, since they again 
crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to open shame. For ground that drinks 
the rain which often falls upon it and brings 



forth vegetation useful to those for whose 
sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from 
God: but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is 
worthless and close to being cursed, and it 
ends up being burned. But, beloved, we are 
convinced of better things concerning you, 
and things that accompany salvation, though 
we are speaking in this way. “For God is not 
unjust so as to forget your work and the love 
which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to 
the saints."(Hebrews 6:4-10) 

This whole passage would seem to imply, if 
you fall away you have lost it all. Examine 
the entire text. First, we know these are true 
believers. They have been "enlightened," and 
have “tasted the heavenly gift" and "have 
been made partakers of the Holy Spirit." Have 
they lost their salvation? If your response is 
“yes," consider this question as well, how 
many times can one lose their salvation? 

According to this passage only once. Does 
this phrase, "it is impossible to renew to 
repentance," negate God's promise in I John 
1:9 where our Lord says, "If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”? 

Scripture is always consistent. These verses 
are not dealing with loss of salvation. Notice 
in verse 9, " ... things that accompany 
salvation .... " Go back to the beginning of the 
context, "Concerning him we have much to 
say, and it is hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing." (Hebrews 5:11) This 
is actually the beginning of the paragraph for 
Hebrews 6:4-10. These chapter divisions 
came into being about A. D. 600, long after 
their original writing. Therefore, you must 
begin the study with Hebrews 5:11 and read it 
in its continuity. 

The writer is speaking of Melchizedek, the 
priest/king of Salem, using him as an 
example. The author of this epistle is 
concerned about the lack of growth in 
spiritual understanding. These folks to whom 
he is writing are not growing in their faith. 
They are still feeding on the elementary 
principles of how to be saved. He wants them 
to leave these elementary teachings of Christ 
(the milk) and press on to maturity (the meat). 

We have this problem today. People who are 
unsure of their salvation, instead of growing 
as God would have them to do, seek to be 
saved again and again. How can one win the 
race if he keeps returning to the starting line? 

"Therefore leaving the elementary teaching 
about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, 
(italics mine) not laying again a foundation of 
repentance from dead works and of faith 
toward God, of instruction about washings, 
and laying on of hands, and the resurrection 
of the dead and eternal judgment." (Hebrews 
6: 1- 2) 

At this point, the author speaks of the 
enlightened, the partakers, those who have 
tasted the good Word of God and have fallen 
away. It is impossible for them to be renewed 
and made alive in growth because they 
constantly return to the milk of the Word. In 
this they mock the Cross and "put Him to 
open shame” Again, salvation is not the issue. 
The writer desires these immature believers to 
press on, enabling them to discern good and 
evil; to become teachers. Those who grow in 
their faith are drinking in the "rain" and 
bringing forth "vegetation," the vegetation of 
spiritual maturity (v.7). 

WHAT ABOUT HEBREWS 10? 
"For if we go on sinning willfully after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 



certain terrifying expectation of judgment, 
and the fury of a fire which will consume the 
adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the 
Law of Moses dies without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses. How 
much severer punishment do you think he 
will deserve who has trampled underfoot the 
Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the 
blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace?” (Hebrews 10:26-29) And further, "It 
is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God." (Hebrews 10:31) 

These verses are frightening. If we keep on 
sinning are we lost? We need to look at a 
statement the author has made in a previous 
paragraph: "For by one offering He has 
perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified." (italics mine) (Hebrews 10:14) 
Now look again at verse 29, "by which he 
was sanctified." 

Once again, salvation is not being discussed. 
The writer is stating that to mock the Cross by 
rejecting what God has done is worse than 
breaking a law of Moses. When someone set 
aside or ignored the Law of Moses in Old 
Testament times, two or three witnesses 
established their guilt. The individual was 
stoned to death, losing his physical life. This 
was the seriousness of the discipline. "For 
those whom the Lord loves He disciplines. 
" (Hebrews 12:6) 

Paul writes of a man sleeping with his 
mother-in-law and the church doing nothing 
to correct him: "I have decided to deliver such 
a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus." (I Corinthians 5:5) Hebrews 10 
speaks of physical death as a result of willful 
sinning, not a loss of salvation. The Lord will 
take your life before He will lose you for 
eternity. Dr. Sam Sutherland used to say that 

some saints the Lord takes home and crowns 
but others He crowns first and then takes 
them home. 

WHAT ABOUT I CORINTHIANS 9:27? 
"…but I buffet my body and make it my 
slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to 
others, I myself should be disqualified." (I 
Corinthians 9:27) Again, we consider the 
question, is Paul concerned about his 
salvation? 

Let us look at his letter to Timothy while a 
prisoner in Rome. "For this reason I also 
suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for 
I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to Him until that day." (Il 
Timothy 1:12)  

Paul's salvation is intact. That is not his fear. 
"Do you not know that those who run in a 
race all run, but only one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may win. And 
everyone who competes in the games 
exercises self-control in all things. They then 
do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, 
as not without aim; I box in such a way, as 
not beating the air ... " (I Corinthians 9:24-26) 
The race is not who is the first one in heaven. 
The race is on the earth. 

Paul's race is his ministry. He fears what all 
ministers fear; that after years of faithfulness, 
in a careless moment, he might in the flesh do 
something that would cause disqualification 
of his ministry. 

"Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur 
a stricter judgment." (James 3:1) Here James 
is speaking specifically to teachers who might 
suffer a lapse into sin and wash out of the 
ministry. Therefore, salvation is not the issue. 



To "run a good race" is keeping your life free 
from disqualification for service. 

WHAT ABOUT PHILIPPIANS 2: 12? 
"So then, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out 
your salvation with fear and 
trembling." (Philippians 2: 12) 

Does this mean I have not received salvation 
yet and must work on it? Read the next verse, 
"for it is God who is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for His good 
pleasure." (Philippians 2:13) You are told to 
demonstrate in your life God working in you. 
As Paul has already said in chapter one, 
"Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I 
come and see you or remain absent, I may 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel ... " (Philippians 1:27) He 
is asking us to walk consistently with our 
high calling. 

WHAT ABOUT GALATIANS 5:4? 
"You have been severed from Christ, you who 
are seeking to be justified by law; you have 
fallen from grace." (Galatians 5:4) 

How do I fall from grace? This scripture is 
not difficult to understand if carefully read. 
Paul, who had a way of getting directly to the 
point, explains in Galatians 3. "You foolish 
Galatians, who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing I 
want to find out from you; did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by hearing 
with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun 
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by 
the flesh?" (Galatians 3:1-3) 

Paul continues in Chapter 5, "It was for 
freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep 
standing firm and do not be subject again to a 
yoke of slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to you 
that if you receive circumcision, Christ will 
be of no benefit to you. And I testify again to 
every man who receives circumcision that he 
is under obligation to keep the whole 
law." (Galatians 5: 1-3) Notice who are 
severed from Christ and fallen from grace," 
“... you who are seeking to be justified by 
law." Does this refer to true believers seeking 
to be justified by the law? Of course it doesn't. 
We are justified by faith. Paul is speaking of 
unbelievers trying to earn their salvation. Paul 
refers to them, as having "fallen from grace.” 

WHAT ABOUT REVELATION 3:5? 
"He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in 
white garments; and I will not erase his name 
from the book of life, and I will confess his 
name before My Father, and before His 
angels.” 

In biblical times, villages had a register of the 
living, a book of life. A name was listed at 
birth and erased at death. The clear statement 
our Lord is making is that the names of those 
who overcome shall not be erased from the 
Lamb's Book of Life, unlike an earthly book 
of life. The point of the passage is security 
that even death cannot touch. 

WHAT ABOUT REVELATION 22:18-19? 
"I testify to everyone who hears the words of 
the prophesy of this book; if anyone adds to 
them, God shall add to him the plagues which 
are written in this book; and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophesy, God shall take away his part from 
the tree of life and from the holy city, which 
are written in this book." (Revelation 
22:18-19) 



Ask yourself this question: Does a believer 
try to change, add or take away from the 
Word of God? The obvious answer is "no." 
Therefore, it is non-believers and false 
teachers who are spoken of in this passage. 

We need to mention here what the Lord says 
about the Tree of Life. It is first spoken of in 
Genesis 2. Everyone created has a right to the 
Tree of Life by virtue of their creation. 
However, this privilege is forfeited when 
God's only provision for eternal life, Jesus 
Christ, is rejected. 

WHAT ABOUT LUKE 8? 
"The sower went out to sow his seed; and as 
he sowed, some fell beside the road; and it 
was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the 
air devoured it. And other seed fell on rocky 
soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered 
away, because it had no moisture. And other 
seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns 
grew up with it, and choked it out. And other 
seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and 
produced a crop a hundred times as 
great." (Luke 8:5-9) The soils represent 
people. Are the first three references to 
believers who are losing their salvation? 
Hardly. 

The first is an example of those whose belief 
falls by the wayside. It did not fit their system 
and never took root. The second and third 
speak of those who allow pressures from 
within and without to force them to reject it. 
They are choked and exposed in their 
unbelief. None of them ever knew Christ. 
Remember John 15? The true birthmark of 
every believer is that he abides in Christ. 

WHAT ABOUT I JOHN 5? 
"And this is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. And if we 
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we 

know that we have the requests which we 
have asked from Him. If anyone sees his 
brother committing a sin not leading to death, 
he shall ask and God will for him give life to 
those who commit sin not leading to death. 
There is a sin leading to death; I do not say 
that he should make request for this. All 
unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not 
leading to death." (I John 5:14-17) 
Sounds a little foreboding doesn't it? Let us 
dissect this passage. First, a Christian is 
instructed to pray for a “brother" (another 
believer) who is "committing a sin not 
leading to death.” We know if we pray 
according to God's will He will hear us, 
answer and begin to work in that person's life. 

Second, he says do not pray for those who are 
false teachers, those who deny Christ. This is 
the "sin leading to death.” "Who is the liar but 
the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 
This is the antichrist, the one who denies the 
Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son 
does not have the Father; the one who 
confesses the Son has the Father also." (I 
John 2:22-23) 

Those spoken of in this passage are 
committing the sin unto death and to pray for 
them as false teachers is not God's will. You 
may pray that the truth of Jesus Christ will 
come to them and they will be converted from 
that sin but do not pray that they be blessed in 
their unbelief. 

WHAT ABOUT MATTHEW 12? 
"Therefore, I say to you, any sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be 
forgiven. And whoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 
him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy 
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in 
this age, or in the age to come." (Matthew 
12:31-32)  



What about the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit? 
What is the unpardonable sin? We need to 
understand this "blasphemy against the 
Spirit," since this is the unpardonable sin. We 
should read verse 24 as background. Christ 
had healed a man who was blind and dumb, 
"But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, 
'This man casts out demons only by 
Beelzebub the ruler of the 
demons." (Matthew 12:24) This is the 
unpardonable sin: to believe that the miracles 
of Christ were done by the power of Satan. 
This is "blasphemy against the Spirit" for it 
was by the Spirit of God that Jesus 
accomplished His work. To attribute the 
miraculous power of Jesus to Satan will damn 
a man's soul for that is a rejection of salvation 
for "there is salvation in no one else." (Acts 
4:12) 

A CLOSING ENCOURAGEMENT 
To sense the security of your salvation, 
consider the following: First, the Word of 
God is consistent and does not contradict 
itself. Second, the Holy Spirit and your spirit 
will bear witness to the truth. Deep within, 
you know you are a child of God. However, if 
you are unsure, ask the Lord and He will 
assure you because that is His will. "In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation - having 
also believed, you were sealed in Him with 
the Holy Spirit of promise “ (Ephesians 1: 
13)"The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God." (Romans 
8:16) 

Third, think about how God has changed your 
life. "because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven, of which you previously heard in the 
word of truth, the gospel, which has come to 
you, just as in all the world also it is 

constantly bearing fruit (italics mine) and 
increasing, even as it has been doing in you 
also since the day you heard of it and 
understood the grace of God in 
truth." (Colossians 1:5-6) Further assurance 
comes in Philippians 1:6. "He who has begun 
a good work in you shall complete (italics 
mine) it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

Perhaps you are wondering why all this 
doctrine is important. What difference does it 
make if our salvation is assured or not? Here 
are three reasons, although there are certainly 
many more that could be added to the list. 

 1. You can now understand your 
discipline. The Good Shepherd will not let 
you go. Why do you think a shepherd has a 
staff, rod and sling? Perhaps we should take 
another look at our lives if things are not 
going right. If our earthly fathers would 
discipline us, how much more our heavenly 
Father? (See Hebrews 12:9) 
 2. Our motives are freed to please 
God. We can use our lives to show our 
gratefulness and glorify Him instead of 
struggling to secure our eternal preservation. 
As with sheep who follow and are not driven, 
we follow to please the Good Shepherd, not 
driven out of fear of Him. 
 3. We can have confidence in hard 
times. There are days when the pressures of 
this world would squeeze the juice of our 
faith right out of us. We become faithless and 
angry with God at times. We can be faithless 
but He remains faithful. He cannot deny 
Himself. (II Timothy 2:13) This is the 
abundant life: the peace that comes from 
security in the love of the Good Shepherd. 

There is no security, however, if you have 
never made a commitment to Jesus Christ. 
You may be one of those who cries "Lord, 
Lord" and the Lord will respond, "I never 
knew you” everyone is not "of us." There are 



no revolving doors in the fold of 
commitment. Christ is the door and through 
Him you enter for all eternity. 

Once you are a child of God, once you are in 
the fold, no matter what you do or how far 
you wander, the Shepherd will look after you. 
When your world is falling apart and you are 
frightened, keep in mind the Shepherd came 
that you might have the abundant life. You 
need not fear your eternal security for it is 
secured by what God did through His Son by 
the power of the Spirit. If you have not 
received Christ, receive Him now. 

A PRAYER 

Father, I realize that I am a sinner. 
I want to know that my future is 
going to be with You in heaven. 
I confess my sin. I thank you for 

Having Your Son die on the Cross for me. 
Have Him come into my life now and be 

my Lord and Saviour. I give my life to You


NOTES 
1
William Barclay, The Gospel of John Saint 

Andrew Press, 1956 Vol. II, p. 61. 
2
J. Dwight Pentecost, Things Which Become 

Sound Doctrine, Zondervan, 1956, p. 132. 

Scripture quotations are from the New 
American Standard Bible, ©The Lockman 
Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. 

Copyright 1984, Darryl DelHousaye


